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CHAPTER VII. 


ON THE INSPIRATION OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, 


Arter having proved the Authenticity and Divine Authority of 
the sacred Scriptures; we come now to speak of their Inspira- 
tion. ~ *** Nothing can be mcre evident than that a firm belief 
of their Inspiration is of the highest moment, not only to the 
edification aud peace of the church, but in a great,measure to its 
very existence: for if this be given up, the authority of the rev- 
elation is enervated, and ils use destroyed. 

It shall be my business firs!, to state the nature of Inspiration 
in general, and of that kind of it. which (as I apprehend) we are 
to ascribe to the New Testament ;f which done, I will prove se- 
condly, that it was undoubtedly written by such Inspiration. 

[. Then, By Inspiration in general, I mean * any supernatural 
influence of God upon the mind of a rational creature, whereby 
it is formed to any degree of intellectual improvement, beyond 
what it would at that time, and in those circumstances have at- 
tained, in a natural way; that is, by the usual exercise of its 
faculties, unassisted by any special divine interposition.” 

Of this supernatural influence on the minds of men, there are 
various sorts and degrees.—!. Ifa person be discoursing either 
in word or writing, and God du miraculously watch over his mind, 
and however secretly, direct it 19 sucti a aaner, as to keep him 
more secure from error, than he could have been merely by the 


* The substance of this chapter is taken from an excellent dissertation of 
Dr. Doddridge’s, at the en? of the ‘id vo.ume of his Family Expositor. 
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natural exercise of his faculties; 1 should say, he was inspired ; 
and J would call this, “an Inspiration of Superintendency.” 2. Hf 
this iufluence should act in such a degree as absolutely to exclude 
al’ mature of error, in a declaration of doctrines or facts so su- 
periviended, we might then call it “a Plenary Superintending 
Inspiration, or a Full Inspiration. Now a book, the contents of 
which are entirely true, may he said to be written by a Full In- 
spiration, though it contain many things, which the author might 
have known and recorded by the mere use of his natural facul- 
ties. if there be others which he did not know by these means, 
or could not, without miraculous assistance, have recollected so 
exactly ; or if, on the whole, a freedom from all error would not 
in fact have been found, unless God had thus superintended, and 
watched over his mind and pen.—Again, a book may be written 
by Full Inspiration, thougis the author being left to the choice of 
his own words, phrases and manner, there may be some imper- 
fection in the style and method, provided the whole contents of 
it be true; if the subject be so amportant, as to make it consis- 
tent with the divine wisdom miraculously to interpose, to pre- 
serve an entire credibility as to the exact truth of facts record- 
ed, and doctrines delivered as divine. 

Now this is the kind of Inspiration which IJ assert, to the sa- 
cred books of the New. Testament, (without any exception or 
limitation) as they came out of the hands of the Apostles. 

However, it is proper I should mention two other kinds of in- 
spiration, which do certainly belong, in a considerable degree, to 
many parts of Scripture, though I think it neither expedient. ma- 
terval nor safe to assert that they run through the whole of it, 
The first of these is an Inspiration of Elevation ; when the fac- 
ulties, though they act in a regular manner, are nevertheless 
elevated to some extraordinary degree, so that the performance 
is more truly sublime, noble and pathetic, than what would have 
been produced merely by the force of a man’s natural genius.— 
And if any excellency in the performance itself can speak it to be 
more than human, productions of this sort are to be found in 
Scripture ; and the rank and education of some of the sacred pen- 
men renders the hand of God peculiarly conspicuous in the sub- 
limity and lustre of their writings. 

The other, which is the highest and most extraordinary kind 
of Inspiration, is called Immediate Suggestion ; and takes place 
when the use of our faculties is superseded, and God does, as it 
were, speak directly to the mind; making such discoveries to it, 
as it could not otherwise have obtained, and dictating the very 
words, in which these discoveries are to be communicated to 
others: so that a person, in what he writes from hence, is no 
other than first the suditor, and then (if | may be allowed the 
expression) the Secretary of God ; as John was of our Lord Je- 
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sus Christ. when he wrote from his sacred lips the seven epistles 
to the Asiatic churches. And no doubt, to an inspiration of 
this kind the book of Revelation owes its original; as well as 
some other parts of scripture. Though to assert it of all, leads 
into great difficulttes: such as have induced some men to be- 
lieve, that the Scriptures were not at all inspired ; nor is it ne- 
cessary to assert it, since a Full Superintendency entirely secures 
their credibility.—Let it only be remarked, that though there 
may be a full /nspiration, where neither of the latter kinds takes 
place; yet we must allow, that an Inspiration of Suggestion, must 
always imply a Full Superintendency. 

Il. Now I will proceed to shew, secondly, that this Fudl In- 
spiration of the New- Testament, follows from the acknowledged 
truth of the history which it contains, in all its leading and most 
important facts. 

Let it be observed, that I am far from slighting, or judging 
the other arguments used on this head inconclusive. I greatly re- 
vere andesteem them. But the present appears to me the grand 
argument, which we may justly assume, as having fully proved 
it in the former chapters. 

Admitting then the credibility of the leading facts, in the gos- 
pels,—that Jesus Christ lived, died, rose again, and ascended 
into heaven, &c.—any man, upon hearing the particulars of this 
sacred story, would be naturally led to believe, that this divine 
messenger took care to leave or to provide means for delivering 
some authentic Records of the doctrine he taught. If these au- 
thentic Records were put into this man’s hands, (acknowledged 
to be authentic and genuine, as we here suppose) he would argue 
“that not’only the leading Facts, but likewise the system of 

ctrines and Discourses delivered in them, might be depended 
i ; nor could he conceive the truth of such doctrines and dis- 
courses to be separable from the general truth of the leading 
facts; having, (as we here suppose) proper evidences to convince 
him, that the Penmen of these bocks were the persons by whom 
the memory of these events was to be delivered down to pos- 
terity ;°> which is a farther principle, that none of common sense 
and modesty can pretend to contest; none appearing as their 
competitors, whose pretensions are worthy to be named. 

But how would these conclusions be strengthened by a perusal 
of those amazing facts in the cts of the Apostles! where we 
read ot the Spirit’s descent upon these men, enabling them, illit- 
erate, poor and weak as they were, not only to speak all lan- 
guages—but to work all miracles, and to spread their doctrines 
over ali nations. Aad when we reflect who and what the apos- 
tles were, how they were favoured and assisted of God, what 
difficulties they underwent, what success they had, &c. our ven; 
eration for their- writings must be unparalled; and we may | * 
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assured, That it is not probable, nay that it is morally impossi- 
ble, that men sent out and attended with such credentials, should 
be so left of God, amidst all the.tokens they had of his constant 
care, as to mingle error with sound doctrine ; and their own fan- 
cies, with that Divine Revelation, which we are sure they re- 
ceived. It is improbable to suppose, if they were not left to 
such effects of human frailty in their preaching, but must have 
been regarded by their hearers with entire credit, that they 
would be left to them in those writings, by which they were to 
preach (as it were) to all future generations of men. 

This argument ts much enforced on the one hand, by the ex- 
press and comprehensive Promises, which our Redeemer made 
to his apostles ; and on the other, by the peculiar language, in 
which the apostles themselves speak of their preaching and wrt- 
tings, and the high regard they challenge to each: a regard 
which nothing could justify them in demanding, but a conscious- 
ness, that they were under a Full Inspiration. ‘The reader is 
desired very carefully to consult the scriptures referred to below, 
where many of the Promises* of our Saviour to the Apostles ; 
and of the claims,t which they themselves make, will be found. 
—And I am satisfied, that this last aigument, drawn from the 
manner in which the Apostles speak of themselves in their writings, 
will strike the reader, in proportion to the degree in which he 
reflects upon the modesty and humility and upon the t:ue char- 
acter of these excellent men. Let him ask himself, What he 
would think of any minister of Christ now, supposing him ever 
so eminent and pious who should assume to himself such an au- 
thority ? Suppose such a man under the influence of no m:racu- 
lous guidance to say, not with reference to what he might quote 
from others, but with regard to his own doctrines ; ‘ The —_ 
which I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord ; Ne 
that despiseth, despiseth not man but God ; we have the mind of 
Christ: and he that heareth not us, that receiveth not our dic- 
tates in religion, 1s not of God:’? Suppose such language as this 
to be used by any Christian Minister, now on earth, and you 
must necessarily suppose his character from that very hour 
overthrown. The whole world would immediately join in loudly 
demanding miraculcus proofs to verify such assertions ; or in 
condemning, with just indignation, such a claim unsupported by 
them, as an unpardonable lording it over men’s faith and con- 


*John xiv. 16,17; xvi. 7, 13; xv. 26, 27; xiv.26; xx. 21. Mat. x. 19, 
20. Luke xii. 11,12: xxiy.49. Actsi. 4. 5. 


t1 Cor. ii. 10,12. Comp. Eph iv. 11, 12. and 1 Cor. iit. 21,23. 1 Cor. ii. 
13. 1 Cor. xiv.37. 2 Cor. ii. 10. 2 Cor. iii. 5,6. 1! Thess. iv. 8. 2 Cor. 
xin. 3. 1 Cor. xi. 23. 2 Pet. iii. 2. 1 Pet. i. 12. Rev.i. 1. 1 ohn ii. 20; 
iv. ir hiy Cor. x1. 7. 1 Tim.i. 11. Rom. iii.2. 2 Tim. iii. 16. 2 Pet. i. 21. 
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sciences, and thrusting himself into his master’s throne.—Let us 
not ‘then charge the Holy Apostles, with a conduct of which we 
should not suspect any wise and good man now upon earth ; and 
which if we saw in any of our friends, our charity and resy-ect 
for them would incline us to enquire after some marks of lunacy 
in them, as its best excuse. 

Thus I have given an easy and _ plain view of the principal 
argument for the Inspiration of the New Testament, on which 
niy own faith in that important doctrine rests ; and such a one 
as I hope may, by the divine blessing, be useful to others.* Let 
me only request the reader, seriously to consider, what sort of 
an impression it ought to make upon us, to think, that we have 
sucha book; a book written bya Full Divine Inspiration ; a 
sure unerring guide through the labyrinth of ali doubts, aiid tea- 
sonings : an inestimable treasure, which calls for our most «ffec- 
tionate acknowledgment to God, the gracious giver of it! How 
great is our obligation to study it, with the utmost attention ; to 
read it in our closets and families ; and to search, in the most dil- 
igent and impartial manner, into its genuine sense, design and 
tendency ; which is, in the main, so evident, tiat no upright heart 
can fail of understanding it, and every truly good heart must de- 
light to comply with it. This is indeed a most wnportant infer- 
ence ; and that, without which all our convictions of its Divine 
Authority, will only condemn us before God and our own con- 
sciences. Let us therefore submissively and reverently attend 
to the dictates of this Sacred Oracle ; and retnember, (however 
we may differ in other matters,) that this is agreed on by all; 
“That the great design of the New Testament (in delightful 
harmony with the Old) is to call off our minds from the present 
world ; to establish us in the belief of a future state ; and to form 
us to a serious preparation for it, by bringing us a lively faith 
in Christ ; and as the genuine effect of thaf*faith, to a filial love 
to God; and a fraternal affection for each other.” 

{To be continued. ) 


——— eee 6 Ce 
Biography. 
= 
MEMOIR OF THE LATE MR. WMe APPLETON. 


Mr. Appteton (the subject of this Memoir,) was born May 
the 17th, 1779, of respectable parents, who. were members of 
the Methodist society. The short time they were permitted to 
continue with him in this world they taught his infant mind te 


_* See Seed’s Sermons, vol. ii. p. 322. and Whitby’s Prefaces, &c. as also Jor 
fan’ sixth Discourse, Sect. vi. 
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adore and love that God who made him. But when he was only 
two years old his pious mother was removed from earth to heaven. 
She had lived near to God, had been an ornament to her pro- 
fession, and at last died happy in her Saviour’s love. He has 
often been heard to say, that through the mercy of God and the 
prayers of his excellent parents, he believed he was saved from 
sinning outwardly against God. He was blest with serious im- 
pressions from his childhood, and his heart was drawn out in 
prayer to God to preserve him from sin, when between sevén 
and eight years old; and he was even then so serious, that he 
would rezxd his Bible upon his knees several times a day.— 
Soon after the death of his mother, his father married the eldest 
deughter of Mr. Rance of Spitalfields, a very holy and useful 
man. This marriage union was but of short duration; for the 
Lord removed both his father and mother-in-law within a fort- 
nizht of each other, before he was nine years of age. He has 
often with gratitude acknowledged the kind hand of Providence 
in afterwards providing for himself, his brother, and sister. He 
was then sent to an aunt in Yorkshire, who loved him as her 
own child, and, while she lived, supplied all his little wants. She 
died triumphing over desth and the grave. In his 15th year, 
God deeply convinced him of his sinful state by nature, and 
shewed him the neces-ity of true repentance, and faith in a 
blessed Redeemer; or, to use his own words, “ to search his 
heart with the candle of God’s Holy Word, and much prayer.” 
His repentance was deep, and his sorrow for sin great, and he mide 
up his mind to continue to seek the Lord till he should have the 
evidence in his heart that God had heard his cry, and delivered 
his soul from the horrible pit and miry clay. He did not continue 
long without relief: for God, who saw the inward breathings of 
his soul, afier he wrestled like Jacob for three hours. spoke 
peace and joy to hi® troubled breast, and he felt assured that 
God, for the sake of Jesus Christ his Son, had justified him tree- 
ly, regenerated his soul, and made him a new creature in Christ 
Jesus. He was filled with peace and joy in believing. For 
two years after this he continued happy in the favour and love 
of God; he enjoyed much of his presence, and had a nearness 
of access io a throne of grace. But about that time a particular 
friend ot his, being, as he thouvht, falsely accused by some of 
his brethren, he took his part to the injury of himself; he yield- 
ed to the suzyestions of satan, lost the image of God, forfeited 
his love, fell by little and little into sin, and at last gave up even 
the profession of religion. He never thought of this part of his 
lite without being much affected and humbled before God, on 
account of his grieving the God of his youth; but the Lord did 
not leave him long in this state of captivity, but restored him, 
after deep repentance, to his favour, and filled his soul with 
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love to, him; he made his way exceedingly plain before him. 
In return for this great mercy manifested to him, he was dcter- 
mined to love God with all his heart, and serve him with all his 
mizht, which, through grace he was ena bled to do. As he was 
convinced that he was not sent into the world to be merely an 
idle spectator of its concerns, and was persuaded thit God had 
work for him to do, he determined to do whatever that work 
might be with all his might. He.now began to think how he 
could serve and what he could do for that God who had done so 
much for him, and had brought him back to his fold. 

The first step to his usefulness in the church of God, was his 
becoming, in his 19th year, a subscriber to, and a visitor of, the 
Benevolent Society in London, which, at that time, was in its in- 
fancy, compared with its present state. He felt great joy in 
visiting the wretched abodes of misery, to which he was sent 
with a little relief; and his own soul was usually much blessed 
while conversing with his poor fellow creatures about Jesus. — 
Perhaps ere this he has met many of those souls in glory, who, 
when he visited them, had not a bed on which to rest their suf- 
fering bodies. In his 20th year he joined the brethren of what 
was called the Community, tor the purpose of visiting the work- 
houses in and about London. This work he entered into with all 
his heart, and daily and diligently employed his time and talents 
in visiting the sick, and exhorting sinners to return to God. At 
this time he felt more than evera desire to preach the word of life. 
This was attended with an outward call from his brethren; which, 
together with a remarkable dream, influenced him to enlarge his 
sphere of action. The dream was as follows :—He saw one of 
the local preachers (a friend of his) in a pit, digging and sepa- 
rating ‘he dirt and filth from a number of dead bodies that were 
lying at the bottom, and filling two buckets, which an angel, who 
stood at the top of the pit, drew up and emptied, and then let 
them down again. After he had looked on for some time, the 
angel said to him, you motes down and take that man’s place ; 
at which he trembled exceedingly ; and said, he durst not ven- 
ture. The angel then said, it is the command of God, and you 
must go, or be miserable for ever; at which, though fearing 
much, he was let down into the pit by the angel, and the other 
person gave up to him his spade, shovel, and other implements, 
and left him. He then set to work, and to his great astonish- 
ment, what he before thouyht impossible, became perfectly 
easy. and pleasant. The very next day, this same local preach- 
er being obliged to leave town, he was directed by the preach- 
ers to give his plan to Mr. Appleton. He then saw it was the 
will of God that he should preach the unsearchable riches of 
Christ to poor perishing sinners ; he, therefore, after much pray- 
er, consented to fill the appointments that were given him, and 
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threw himself at the feet of his gracious master, to be directed 
to do whatever might most conduce to the glory of God. He 
never had a doubt after of his call to the work of the ministry, 
but continued on the local preachers’ plan, acceptably and use- 
fully, until the Lord called him toa greater sphere of useful- 
ness as a travelling preacher. In 1800 he married Miss Hum- 
ble, a sensible and amiable woman, but the Lord whom he 
served saw fit to remove her from this world of sin and sorrow, 
to more substantial joys, when he had not been bles: with her 
society more than five years and a few months. ‘This stroke of 
Providence affected him much for several years, but he bore it 
with Christian fortitude, and resignation to the will.of his heav- 
enly Father, feeling assured that it would work together for his 
good. Inthe close of the year 1809, the Rev. W. Griffith, who 
was then superintendant of the London East circuit, asked him 
if he would give up business, (which at that time was exceed- 
ingly flattering,) to take a circuit? To this important question 
he knew not what to answer, as at that time the Lord was not 
only prospering and increasing his temporal concerns daily, but 
he hada lovely little daughter who claimed his attention, and 
the leaving of her was a sacrifice that he did not seem able or 
think right to make. However, he said, ** Sir, I would not 
choose for myself for a world, but! will give myself more than 
ever to prayer and reading of the scriptures, and if the Lord 
make my way plain, well, and good shall come from it, but at 
present there are obstacles I cannot surmount of myself.” The 
Lord, who knoweth the secrets of all hearts, knew that this dear 

irl was the tie; and while he entreated direction of Him, the 
Most High answered his petitions, (though in a way he did not 
expect,) for in less than four months after Mr. G. spoke to him, 
the Lord removed his Mary-Ann from him by death. His all 
of earthly comfort was then gone, his affections weaned from 
every earthly object, and centered in his God. He then dis- 

osed of his business; and the following Conference, 1810, 
which was held in Londen, the Lord made him his willing and 
obedient servant, and he began his itinerant Jabours. Such 
was the happy, lively, and zealous state of his mind at this 
time, and so desirous was he to promote the glory of God, that 
he accounted all things as loss for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus his Lord, and was willing to go any 
where, or to become any thing for his Divine Master ; his sou! 
overflowing with love to God and tothe souls of men. He trav- 
elled his first year in the Brighton circuit, where, through the 
blessing of God, he was made useful to many. Here he estab- 
lished five o’clock prayer-mectings, and always attended them 
himself. These meetings were much blessed both to his own 
soul and to those who were present. His second year was Shef- 
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field, where the chapels and congregations were very large ; 
and often has he gone up to the house of prayer fearing and 
trembling, yet the Lord often stood by him in the tryin 
hour, and even there owned and blessed his labours. His ihird 
and fourth years were spent in the Rochester circuit, where he 
was indefati.able in his Master’s work, at all times approving 
himself as the minister of God. His fifth and sixth years were 
employed in the Dover circuit, where the Lord, who knew his 
faithfulness, his watchfulness, and his yearnings in secret for poor 
perishing souls, gave him in return, fruits of his labours; there 
alsohe established morning prayer-meetings, and would not 
omit attending them in the depth of winter, though sometimes 
he was very unfit, occasioned by long and wet walks the night 
before. So zealous was hein his Master’s cause, that when his 
wife, (fearing the consequences of thse yreat exertions,) men- 
tioned her anxiety, he would reply, “ My dear. I cannot shrink 
from the blessed cause, | am in the Lord’s hands. and my life 
is immortal till my work is done.” His last year was in the 
Luton circuit; here he past through much trial and affliction, 
but in and through all the Lord was visibly ripening his dear and 
faithtul servant for eternal glory. He had no will of his own, 
but his will was sweetly lost in the will of God. Previously to 
the account of the few last days of his life, itmay be suitable to 
introduce some extracts from his journal. 

Feb. 19th, 1811, Brighton. The last few months that I have 
been engaged as a travelling preacher, I have been favoured 
with much of my Divine Master’s presence; dnd, glory be to 
God! I have heard of many whom he hath comforted under my 
poor endeavours ; but my heart groans when I think of not a 
soul brought to God through Jesus Christ. O, my God, have 
mercy upon the sinners in this place, and suffer me not to re- 


main without seals to my ministry. 


‘ Transporting moment—when wilt thou appear, 
To crown my hopes, and banish all my tear.’ 


¢ May 17. O God, what is man, that thou shouldst be mind- 
ful of him? the dust is my place, and when raised to the summit 
of human praise, I am still a poor hell-deserving wretch, only 
saved by the power of Divine grace. O my soul, what has Je- 
sus saved thee from ?—a sink of misery and woe—a depth of 
horror and despair—a hell of apostates and infernal beings.— 
Lord, make me humble; make me any thing, or nothing, so that 


I may but glorify thee. 
* June 24, Exstbourne. This morning I found my soul hap- 
in God, while mecting a few of the Sunday School children. 
© Lord, bless them! Many are seeking the salvation of they 
Aq 
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souls. It is not likely I shall meet them together again upon 
earth, but I trust to meet many of them in heaven. Glory be 
to my blessed Master, I have a blessed foretaste of this ; I long 
for a good day, | am going to preach at the Decker this evening; 
O, my God, I pray thee go with thy helpless dust ; and help me 
to bring a poor sinner to Jesus Christ. 

“ June 25, Lewes. This morning my soul was drawn out in 
prayer to God (being quarter-day.) that he would preserve us 
from light and unprofitable conversation, bless our meeting to- 
gether with his presence, and crown our souls with his love.-— 
At nine our meeting began; and I thank thee, O Lord, that 
heard and answered prayer; we have had nothing but peace 
and love. Our friends have agreed to petition Conference for 
me to stay another year withthem, [| thank and love them too ; 
but | told them that I had received an invitation to go to Shef- 
field, tut that I left myself entirely in the hands of the Lord and 
the Conference. Omy God, may I either remain where | am, 
or goto th» uttermost boundaries of the earth, so that I may 
but be useful, and bring poor perishing souls to thee ; it is all 
1 want. 

‘ July 4th, Mountfield. Thy word has been precious to me 
this day. I could not read two verses without stopping and 
giving vent to my feelings, and pouring out my soul betore thee, 
my God :—the language of my heart is continually, Lord, re- 
vive thy work ; give me power and wisdom to glorify thee. If 
{ cannot glorify thee by bringing souls to thee, and by building 
up thy servants in their most holy faith, O may |! glorify thee 
by dying as a witness of thy power to save a lost sinner. 

‘ August 2. O my God, what have I that I cannot give up 
for thee; thou hast already favoured me with a gracious visit, 
but | feel more than ever athirst for the sanctifying influences 
of thy Holy Spirit ; I lon, for them more than any ee object ; 
——Lord, sanctify me throughout body, soul, and spirit; come, 
Lord Jesus, but come quickly. 

“ August 12. In family prayer this morning I was much 
blessed, and while preaching this evening I was more than 
usually favoured. Glory be to God, he has answered the de- 
sire of my heart, and given me a few souls to my ministry in 
this place. God bless the people! it is hard to part with them! 
But O that Eastbourne! Lord have mercy upon the sinners at 
Eastbourne, and for thy name’s sake enable me to clear my 
blood of them. 

“ October 4th, Sheffield. I have not written any thing in my 
journal since August 12; not that I have been excluded from 
the enjoyment of God, or heart-felt religion ; no, I am persuaded 
that I am more like Christ than when I wrote last; but coming 
into a new circult, every thing has been new, and my time has 
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ven so taken up with renewing tickets, almost daily preaching 

and visiting the friends, that I have felt backward to enter upon 

this work. ‘The last day or two that I was at Brighton, and 

during my stay in London, my time was much taken up with 

the things of this world; and I am afraid for eight or nine days 

I did not make much progress in the Divine life. I had frequent - 
visits from God during that time, but I did not feel that perpet- 

ual growth I so frequently preach to others. Since | have been 

in this part of our Lord’s vineyard my soul has been more dead 

to the world, and I find my gracious and merciful Father has 
planted me in a fruitful soil, and has blest me with affectionate 

and excellent men as fellow-labourers. He has also enabled 

me to preach with more power, and I find that my God is deep- 
ening his work of grace in my heart. I sensibly feel that it is 
as easy for the Lord to preserve me from sin, as it is for him 
to keep me in existence. ‘This day my soul has been stayed 

upon God ; I am now going to preach ; I pray thee, O my God, 
to favour me with thy presence, and pour out the Holy Spirit 
upon me, and on the congregation, and enable thy dust to rest 
secure as under the shadow of thy wing. 

** October 18, Sheffield. 1 thirst for God; I long for the sal- 
vation of precious souls, and patiently wait the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Methinks my present happiness is such, 
that if even there were no futurity, it is ten thousand times more 
than an ample compensation for all the little difficulties that I 
am called to encounter. As for sacrifices made, or temporal 
emoluments given up, I shudder to harbour a thought of them. 

‘‘ Nov. 7, Sheffield. Glory be to God, [ find it good to wait 
upon him, both in public and in private; my mind has been a 
little cast down to-day, but J think it is through indisposition of 
body, and by over-exertion ; but | am thine, and would not com- 
plain: can I not appeal to thee, O my God, and say, I long to 
spend and be spent in thy service. 1 have preached this eve- 
ning with less fatigue to myself, and with more power and en- 
largement than I expected. O may the flock of Christ be fed, 
a thou shalt have all the glory. 

‘¢ December 1. This day my mind has been very much im- 
pressed with these three particulars: Ist. What shall I do for 
God? 2d. What are the hindrances J meet with on my way to 
my Father’s kingdom? 3d. And what is their tendency ? First, 
What shall I do for God? I will this moment give myself afresh 
to him and to his service, to think, act, and speak for him; and 
I again covenant with him, to give away to the poor, and the 
carrying on of his work, one pound a week. ‘The remainder of 
my yearly income shall be appropriated to the purchase of ne- 
cessary clothes, bocks, &c. and if any thing remains it shall be 
given away as his wisdom may direct. Secondly, What are the 
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hindrances I meet with? 1st, Lawful, but not expedient con- 
versation: it is the work of God ] have to do with; my time, 
my talents, my will, my affections, my all should be employed 
in the service of my God. 2dly, I do not sufficiently improve 
my conversation with my religious friends. 3dly, Nor am | at 
all times careful to furnish my mind with a subject for medita- 
tion. 4thly, 1 suffer s:yself sometimes to rise trom my knees 
without a present blessing. Sthly, I do not always sufficiently 
study the sutject on which Iam about to preach, even when I 
bavetime for it. 6thly, | do not always rise early ; | sometimes 
lic is bed atter five o’clock. 7thly, | am not constantly careful 
to commit to memory what I hear or read that is worthy of re- 
membrance, ordo not commit my thoughts to paper. 8thly, I 
sometimes suffer my mind to wander from God; | am his _ser- 
vant, and | teel the necessity of considering his omniscience, 
omnipresence. and omnipotence. Whatis the tendency of these 
hindrances ? By omitting one or more of these duties I feel bar- 
renness of soul, and am unfitted for my ministerial functions ; 
for praying, studying, preaching, &c. Hereby the church is 
robbed of that light I should have received from God; und 
when | am lukewarm the people too often imbibe the same dis- 
position. O Lord, prerow me a strict account to give. 

“ Feb. 1, 1812, Sheffield. 1am this day waiting fora double 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. The Lord my God is with me—all 
is well within. My soul has been much watered while visiting 
the sick of the flock, but much more so while preaching this 
evening. 1! thank thee, O Lord, that | do feel a perpetual 
growth in the Divine life; my soul is more than ever dead to 
the world, and | am patiently waiting till my work is done. 

“© March 19, Sheffield. _ | feel very weak and low, through in- 
disposition of body ; but I bless God he gives strength according 
to my day. Suffer, O my God, the imperfect accent of my heart 
to reach thy parental ear, and send a ray of thy melting influence 
and dissolve me into love. | fall prostrate st the foot of the cross, 
and would lay open the secrets of my heart before thee; but before 
I can relate one-tenth part of my wants, or breathe out the im- 
patient thirst I feel for thy love, thy glory, and thy kingdom, 
thou dost condescend, and with eyes of mercy thou dost behold 
a sinner weep; and with the feet of mercy thou Jost move to- 
wards a helpless worm; with arms of compassion thou dost ems 
brace my soul. Is this the language of heaven that I hear? Is 
this the voice of my Shepherd ? Is this the voice that wakes the 
dead, and bids the sleeper rise? Yes, this is my Saviour’s voice, 
these are the footsteps of my Beloved, with whom I have been 
acquainted for the last seventeen years. These arms supported 
my dying wife, and me her afflicted husband. It was this voice 
that whispered in my ears when following the breathless remain 
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of my Mary-Ann to the silent tomb; all this is working together 
for thy good, and will terminate in my glory. It was this sup- 
porting hand that upheld my sinking soul :wo years since, when 
I was called to take a final farewell of my last remaining earthly 
comfort, the first child that was permitted to call me father, and 
whose piercing look, whose tender sighs, and inexpressible 
groans reached my disconsolate heart, and roused in my breast all 
parental affection; when with a voice trom a shattered fabric she 
cried, ‘ Father, father, father, pray for me; | must die; | am 
afraid to die, but if you will pray for me. then I shall not be 
afraid to die.’ I thought this voice was, if passible, more than 
human ; whilst it vibrated in my ears, I brought her in the arms 
of iuith and prayer, and cast myselt, with my tender offspring, 
at the S«viour’s feet: here thou didst require me to make a full 
surrender of my child, my lamb, my Isaac, my all; and here 
didst thou dart into my soul those heart-cheering rays which 
raised my sinking head above the boisterous waves, and bade my 
rufiled passions cease. It was the Lord—it was the Lord that 
taught the stripling how todie. I thank thee, Uncreated Light, 
for shining into her tender tind; 1 thank t!iee, O thou Inspiring 
Spirit, for teaching her tender lips to lisp thy praise, and that 
before she was six years old thou didst guide her to her closet, 
and instruct her how to pray and read thy word, ani inquire 
after truth; but, my Jesus, thow blest Shepherd of the sheep, 
above a.l, 1 thank thee tor giving her the victory, and for those 
broken accents on her dying lips, ‘ Father { am not afraid to 
die.’ O those cheering words, what a lasting balm they have 
been to my wounded soul; how have they cheered me when I 
have been ready to faint by the way, and banished from my 
mind those dou::ts which would have invaded my peacetul mo- 
ments, and interrupted my hours of study. 


(To be continued. ) 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine, 


Troy, 12th May, 1819. 

Dear Breturen, 

Wisuine@ to assist a little in promoting the interests of our 
church, we present you a sketch of the lite and death of our be- 
loved brother, Jeremiah M: Daniel. 

He was born January 18, 1789, in the town of Johnson, 
Franklin county, and state of Vermont. While young, he was 
left to the care of an atlectionate mother, whose religious in- 
structions were rendered so impressive, that he became sensible 
of the depravity of his heart; and (to use his own words) in 
secret prayer felt seme sense of the favour of God, when only 
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six years of age. “ After this,” said he, “ I became careless, 
and multiplied my sins until the age of thirteen, when by the in- 
strumentality of Methodist preaching, I became deeply sensible 
of my lost estate; also, (I humbly trust) of the pardoning mer- 
cy of the peyitent sinner’s triend.””? Immediately after his con- 
version, he joined the Methodist Episcopal Church, and enter- 
ed so deeply into the spirit of Christianity, as to feel such a con- 
cern for poor sinners as to be constrained thereby to call them 
to repentance. In the autumn of 1813, he was regularly licen- 
sed as an exhorter; in 1814 received license as a local preach- 
er, and sometime, in the following summer was employed by his 
Presiding Elder to travel on Grand-Isle circuit, where he saw 
the prosperity of Zion. He laboured here with great zeal and 
success, till the following annual Conference, in 1816, at which 
he was received on trial, and appointed to Plattsburgh circuit ; 
where, by the assiduity of his labours, close application to 
studies, and austere manner of living, he laid the foundation of 
that lingering disorder which terminated his short but useful life. 
In 1817 he was appointed to St. Alhan’s circuit, where, though 
feeble, he continued to rise at four o’clock in the morning, visit, 
study, and preach ina laborious manner, till the commencement 
of the year 1818, when his symptoms became so alarming as to 

revent his further labours. He continued gradually to decline, 
till the 17th of August, 1818, when the relentless hand of death 
tore him from the bosom of the church, and society of his 
friends, that he might be introduced into the joys of his Lord. 
During the first part of his sickness, his mind was lost to sublu- 
nary things, and wholly absorbed in the sublime contemplations 
of a future state of blessedness. His constant access to God, 

ave his soul unutterable joy. In his last letter to a friend, he 
said, ** As | approach near to eternity, glory to God, all is calm 
and heaven within.’? At another time he said, ** Death has lost 
his sting, and eternity affords the most pleasing prospects which 
can be unfolded to an immortal mind.”? Sometimes he was so 
filled with the Divine presence, that even his visage indicated 
his kindred to an heavenly world. In the latter part of his ill- 
ness, he was partially deranged; but such was the power of 
grace upon his mind, that he was fulJ of caution, lest any thing 
improper should escape his lips during these gloomy periods. 
A few moments before he expired, he awoke as out of sleep, 
and asked what he had said? Being told he had spoken of heav- 
en, with an expressive smile he sunk into silence, and was heard 
to speak no more. 

“Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth.” Perhaps our 
church has never lost a member, standing in the same relation, 
whose death was more generaily lamented. Asa Christian, his 
heart was susceptible of the least Divine impression, He had 
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been favoured with academical privileges, was an excellent 
English scholar; also read and explained the Greek testament 
very readily. We seldom see so happy a union of native elo- 
quence, literary talents, and deep piety in one youth. In addi- 
tion to strength of mind, some of his distinguishing character- 
istics were, thinking systematically, reasoning conclusively, and 
discriminating accurately. Many were converted through his 
instrumentality—1n their thankful remembrance he will long 
live: “¢ for he being dead, yet speaketh.” 

A. DUNBAR. 

B. GOODSELL. 


Scripture Ulustrated. 


——- 


THOUGHTS ON 1 PETER 11. 19. 


You ask me my opinion of 1 Pet. iti. 19. And in order to 
understand the Apostle, it will be necessary to take into one 
view the 18th, 19th and 20th verses of the chapter; because 
they form but one sentence; and it surely would be neither fair 
nor just, to garble a writer’s language under pretence of under- 
standing his meaning, or arriving at the truth. ‘ For Christ 
also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quick- 
ened by the Spirit: by which also he went and preached unto the 
spirits in prison: which sometime were disobedient, when once the 
long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah while the ark 
was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by 
water.” Now, of the meaning of the first verse of this quota- 
tion there can be no doubt; respecting it, I presume, there is 
no difference between us. We agree that Christ suffered for 
sins—that he was put to death in the flesh—and that he was 
quickened, or made alive by the Spirit. It is on the second and 
third verses, we differ. You think, you say, that Christ went 
to hell, immediately after his crucifixion, and preached to devils, 
and damned spirits: and from this act of his, you conclude, that 
the souls of the damned, either were released, or will be releas- 
ed hereafter. But is there any thing like this, in the verses 
under consideration? I cannot perceive that there is; and in 
order to prove that there is not, | will attempt an analysis of 
them. 

Ist. The Time. Inthe 19th verse, the Apostle states, that 
‘he went and preached.’ And can the precise time be fixed from 
these words taken separate and apart from the rest? surely not. 
They may refer to one period, or they may refer to another ;— 
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the truth is, considered by themselves, they do not fix any par- 
ticular period whatever. Seeing then, that from the bare words 
‘he went and preached,’ we cannot arrive at any determinate 
period, we are obliged to pass on, and read what the writer has 
to say in the next verse, which identifies the time, to which the 
act of preaching is limited, by such a variety of marks, as to ren- 
der it impossible, in my opinion to mistake it: a period in 
which the subjects were disobedient—a period in which the 
long-suffering of God waited—a period in which Noah was em- 
ployed in preparing the ark, wherein few, that is, eight souls 
were sived by water. Is it not self-evident that there is but 
ONE period of time in these two verses, and that the long-suf- 
fering of God—the disobedience of the spirits in prison—the 
preparing of the ark—and the act of preaching all refer to the 
same period, and that that period is precisely fixt to the days of 
Noah ? 

To establish this position, and to prove more fully, that, the 
view I hive taken of it, is correct: I will 

Qdly. Consider the Agent. You say that the soul of Christ 
went to hell, immediately after its separation from the body at 
his crucifixion, and that he remained in hell preaching to the 
spirits in prison, until the third day, when he arose from the 
dead. And what, let me ask you, put all this into your head ? 
Is there any thing in the Apostle’s words that will even seem to 
countenance, much less support, that interpretation ?—the far- 
thest from it possible: The fact is, you might as well say, that 
it asserts, he took a journey to the moon. You will perceive, 
by attending to the constructinn of the sentence that the relative 
which points to the Spirit in the preceding verse, by whom 
Christ was said to be quickened; which ts not to be understood 
of the soul of the man Christ Jesus, but of the Holy Ghost, the 
third person in the ever blessed Trinity. For first, the soul of 
th: man Christ Jesus is never, in its separate and disembodied 
state, called ‘the Spirit.? S condly, whenever mention is ma:e 
in the Scriptures, of his Spirit, meaning thereby his soul, they 
speak of his spirit, it the time of his dwelling upon earth, see 
Mirk viii. i2. Luke x. 21. John xi. 33. and xin. 21. Third- 
ly. [t is to be inf-rred, from the declaration of Christ himself to 
the penitent thie on the cross, that his soul, on its leaving the 
body, went to paradise and not to hell. As, therefore, the Apos- 
tle’s words cannot poss:bly be made to favour or support the 
interpretation which you have given them, and which you far- 
ther say, is given them, by those who embrace the doctrines of 
‘hell redemption,’ we are to look for their true meaning in an- 
other and different view of the subject. 

Christ is seid to have preached to the Antediluvians, by the 
same spirit that made him alive, because his spirit inspired 
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Noah to preach to them. Gen. vi. 3. My spirit shall not al- 
ways strive with man. Hence, Noah is called a preacher of 
righteousness. 2 Pet. 11.5. He went and preached. ‘“ Elsner on 
this passage”’ says’Dr. Macknight, in loc. “ hath produced ex- 
amples from the Scriptures, to shee that the phrase he went and 
preached, is a pleonasm for he preached.” (Parkhurst, also, 
in his Lexicen says ‘ogwus is used pleonasticalty, as sAéw Eph. 
ii. 17.) ** Among the examples, the clearest and most direct is 
Eph. ii. 15. Having abolished, &c. 17. (nas tASu» wayPerowro) 
and came and preached peace to you, who were afar off, and to 
them who were nigh. For it is certain,.that our Lord, after his 
resurrection, did not go personally to the Gentiles, to preach 

eace to them. He preached to them by his Apostles only. 
Bat if Christ is said by Paul to go and do what he did by his 
Apostles, he may with equal propriety be said by Peter to go 
and do, what he did by his prophet Noah, see Jude, verse 14.” 

Referring then, the act of preaching to the days and ministry 
of Noah, (and | cannot see to what else it can possibly be refer- 
red, with the least particle of commen sense, or fairness of cen- 
struction,) it will be self-evident who those spirits in prison are, 
—not the damned in hell, but the people who lived in the time 
of Noah. The Apostle may use this language of them who 
were in their day, subjects of instruction, warning and precepts, 
as the prophet Zechariah did to those to whom he speaks in 
the xi, ch. 12 v. of his prophecy, Turn to the strong hold ye 
prisoners of hope, &c. or he may be considered using the phrase 
as an antithesis. As he has employed the same mode of 
speech, and indeed the very same word (wots) in the 2ch. 10 v. 
of this epistle, that he uses in this, to set forth their former con- 
dition. That, formerly they were disobedient, while the pa- 
tience of God waited with them, and employed, but in vain, the 
ministry of Noah to produce a reformation, to effect a change. 
That for their disobedience, they perished by water, and that 
now they are kept in prison, like the fallen angels, Jude 6 ver. 
unto the judgment of the great day. 

This exposition will be further established by turning to 2 
Pet. ii. 5. in which the same writer again appeals to the case 
of the antideluvian world, as well as to the case of the fallen 
angels, to prove that God will enforce the awful sanctions of his 
law, and by no means spare the impenitent, incorrigible trans- 
gressors of the same. | : 

Here, perhaps, | ought to stop; having, I hope, placed the 
apostle’s meaning —_ before you. But as the subject is of 
. ‘vast importance in itself,—and as this passage of scripture has 
served you, as it may have served others, as a foundation on 
which to build a superstructure extremely dangerous ; allow 
me, without entering into a very minute examination of it, to 
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present you with a bird’s-eye view ot some of the clogs and 
difficulties with which your hypothesis is attended. 1st. | would 
ask you, had those spirits in prison, meaning thereby the damned 
in hell, ever any offen of mercy made them, when on earth ? 
or were any person, or persons, at any time commissioned to 
preach to them before they went to hell ? If =~ say, no—do you 
not implicate the wisdom, the mercy, the loye, the justice of 
God? Do you not virtually say, that he forgot, overlooked, 
neylectéd or hated them; and that they were condemned and 
punished without a cause, or for not doing what they knew no- 
thing about? 2ndly. Will not your scheme also prove God to 
be partial, in admitting contrary principles in administering 
justice,—seeing that he proceeds differently, and on other 
grounds with us, from what he did with them? Or if you, re- 
volting at such a shocking conclusion as this, admit the oppo- 
site, at the word of life had been preached to them, when on 
earth, as well as unto us,—then you admit all I contend for ;— 
you allow the very point I wish to establish, because it is the 
very thing the apostle declares in the text ;—you give up your 
favourite, dangerous, and unscriptural notion of the descent of 
Christ into hell, either by spirit or otherwise, and you embrace 
the truth as it isin Jesus. - 

By embracing the construction I contend for, you get clear o 
another difficulty. For by your scheme the Deity is supposed 
to awake, as a man out of sleep ;—to recollect that he had neg- 
lected to make overtures of mercy to those unhappy beings 
when alive ;—to put on bowels of compassion all at once; and 
to send his Son to preach to them, and invite them to purer and 
happier climes, even to pleasures at his own right hand. And 
with what success? Nota syllable favourable—not a single iota 
indicating that he had succeeded in this labour of love! So far 
from it, that it is expressly said of some, to whom he went to 
preach, that they are reserved in everlasting chains, (a fit figure 
to represent the security with which they are detained), under 
darkness, unto the judgment of the great day : Jude 6 ver.—and 
what is said of part, may with certainty and truth, be said of 
the whole. 

Another difficulty attending your scheme is—that it con- 
founds a state of probation, with a state of retribution ; or in 
other words, that it carries forward, beyond the bounds of time, 
and into the eternal world, the offers of mercy and the possi- 
bility of benefiting by a dispensation of grace,—by the preach- 
ing of the gospel. Now, it must be admitted, that these two 
states are perfectly distinct; that they have their respective 
limits, and that they are as remote from each other, as the mind 
of man can possibly conceive ; the one ending when the other 
begins. That probation ends with time, or the limits of human 
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life, and retribution begins with eternity. It is therefore im- 
possible, from the nature of things, that they can ever exist to- 
gether, in relation to the same person, and the same place. 

If, however, you still adhere to your favourite notion of the 
descent of Christ into hell, notwithstanding the confusion that 
is created by changing, even in idea, a state ofretribution into 
a state of probation; or in other words, if you will still main- 
tain that Christ preached to the damned spirits in hell, although 
they had offers of mercy made them, when on earth; will it not 
follow that they have, even in hell, the same power to reject 
these overtures as they had when on earth? and if so, must 
not the same principles of mercy and compassion dictate an- 
other embassy to publish another dispensation of grace, to pro- 
claim fresh offers of pardon ; and in this way when is probation 
to end? when is retribution to commence? when is preaching 
to cease? Your scheme dooms the Saviour to labour ina circle, 
and declares that of his work and of his ministry there shall 
be no end. : 

Again, if we could admit the possibility of probation and 
retribution uniting at the same time, in relation to the same be- 
ing, and in the same place; and that the pains of hell are to be 
considered, not in a penal, but inan emendatory sense, we must 
admit the counterpart : and as it js supposed possible, on your 
plan, to turn from misery to happiness, from hell to heaven, it 
must follow as a necessary consequence, that it is possible to 
fall from the happiness of heaven to the regions of fire and pain. 
You see then where your plan will lead you: To deny a state 
of probation and retribution,—to abolish the distinction be- 
tween virtue and vice,—to prostrate the moral government of 
God,—to make an attribute essentially necessary to an infinite 
being finite in its operations,—to abolish vewiks and punish- 
ments,—to give the lie to the testimony of the Spirit and word 
of God,—to annihilate the hopes of the righteous, for the sake 
of encouraging the hopes of the licentious or the profane,—to 
set aside the atonement of Jesus Christ, and count the blood of 
the covenant an unnecessary, if not an unholy thing; and all 
this in flat contradiction to the decisions of sound and unvitiated 
reason, as well as numberless plain and easy passages in the 
scriptures of Truth. A. 


Breoklyn, September 13. 
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The Attributes of God Displayed. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE MAMMOTH CAVE IN THE COUNTY OF WAR- 
REN, STATE OF KENTUCKY. 


By Nahum Ward, Esq. of Marietta, Ohio, in a letter to a gen- 
tleman in Worcester, Massachusetts, dated April 4, 1816. 


‘¢ Tue country for a considerable distance round the cave is 
not mountainous, yet broken and rolling. It was evening when 
I reached the hospitable mansion of Mr. Miller, (the overseer 
of Messrs. Wilkins and Gratz, in whose land the cave opens) 
who met me at the gate, and, as he anticipated my object, bade 
me welcome to all his house afforded. 

During the evening Mr. Miller made arrangements for my 
visiting the cdve next morning, by procuring me two guides, 
lamps, &c. I could hardly rest during the night, so much had 
my curiosity been excited by my host’s account of the ‘ regular 
confusion’ in this subterranean world. | 

At eight in the morning I left the house in company with my 

uides, taking with us two large lamps, a compass, and some- 
thing for refreshment; and entered the cave about sixty rods 
from the house, down through a pit fifty feet deep and one hun- 
dred and twenty in circumference, at the bottom of which is a 
fine spring of water. When at the bottom of this pit you are 
at the entrance of the cave, which opens to the north, and is 
from forty to fifty feet high, and about thirty in width, for up- 
wards of forty rods, when it is not more than ten feet wide and 
five feet high. However, this continues but a short distance, 
when it expands to thirty or forty feet in width, and is about 
twenty in height for about one mile, until you come to the first 
hoppers, where salt petre is manufactured. Thence it is about 
forty feet in width and sixty in height to the second hoppers, 
two miles from the entrance. The loose lime-stone has been 
Jaid up into handsome walls, on either side, almost the whole 
distance from the entrance tothe second hoppers. The road is 
hard and as smooth as a flag pavement. ‘The walls of the cav- 
ern are perpendicular in every passage that I traversed; the 
arches are regular in every part, and have bid defiance even to 
earthquakes. One of my guides informed me he was at the se- 
cond’ hoppers in 1812, with several workmen, when those heavy 
shocks came on which were so severely felt-in thiscountry. He 
said that about five minutes before the shock, a heavy rumbling 
noise was heard coming out of the cave like a mighty wind ; 
that when that ceased, the rocks cracked, and all appeared to be 
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going in a moment to final destruction. However, no one was 
injored, although large rocks fell in some parts of the cave. 

As you advance into the cave, the avenue leads from the se- 
cond hoppers west, one mile; then S. W. to the ‘ chief city,’ 
which is six miles from the entrance. This avenue is from six- 
ty toone hundred feet in height, and about the same in width, 
the whole distance after you leave the second hoppers until you 
come to the cross roads, or chief city, and is nearly upon a level ; 
the floor or bottom being covered with loose limestene and salt 
petre earth. When I reached this immense area, (chief city,) 
which contains upwards of eight acres, withouta single pillar to 
support the arch, which is entire over the whole, I was. struck 
dumb with astonishment. | 

] can give you but a faint idea ofthis chief city, Nothing 
ander heaven can be more sublimely grand than this place, cov- 
ered with one solid arch, at least one hundred feet high, and to 
all appearance entire. 

After entering the chief city, I perceived five large avenues 
leading out of it, from sixty to one hundred feet in width, and 
from forty to eighty in height. The walls (all of stone) are 
arched, and are from forty to eighty feet perpendicular height, 
before the arch commences. 

The first which I traversed, after cutting arrows on the stones 
under our feet, pointing to the mouth of the cave, (in fact we 
did at the entrance of every avenue, that we should not be at 
any loss for the way out on our return) was one that led us ina 
southerly direction for more than two miles... 'We.then left it, 
and took another, that led us east, then north, for more than two 
miles further; and at last in our windings, were brought out by 
another avenue into the chief city again, after traversing dif- 
ferent avenues for more than five miles. 

We rested ourselves for a few minutes on some limestone 
slabs near the centre of this gloomy area, and after having re- 
freshed us and trimmed our lamps, we took our departure a se- 
cond time, through an avenue almost north, and parailel with 
the avenue leading from the chief city to the mouth of the cave, 
which we continued for upwards of two miles, when we entered 
the second city. This is covered with one arch nearly two 
hundred feet high in the centre, and very similar to the chief 
city, except in the number of avenues leading from it—this 
having but two. 

We passed through it over a very considerable rise in the 
centre, and descended through an avenue which bore to the east 
about three hundred rods, when we came on a third area, about 
two hundred feet square and fifty in height, which had a pure 
and delightful stream of water issuing from the side of the wall, 
about thirty feet high, and which fell- upon broken stones, and 
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was afterwards entirely lost to our view. After passing this 
beautiful sheet of water a few yards, came to the end of this 
passage. 

We then returned about one hundred yards, and entered a 
small avenue (over a considerable mass of stone) to our right, 
which carried us south, through an uncommon black avenue, 
something more than a mile, when we ascended a very steep hill 
about sixty yards, which carried us within the walls of the fourth 
city, which is not inferier to the second, having an arch that 
covers at least six acres. In this last avenue, the further end 
of which must be four miles from the chief city, and ten from 
the mouth of the cave, are upwards of twenty large piles of 
salt petre earth on one side of the avenue, and broken limestone 
heaped up on the other, evidently the work of human hands. 

I had expected from the course of my needle, that this avenue 
would have carried us round to the chief city; but was ot 
disappointed when I found the end a few yards from the fourt 
city, which caused us to retrace our steps; and not having 
been so particular in marking the entrances of the different ave- 
nues as I ought, we were very much bewildered, and once 
completely lost fifteen or twenty minutes. At length we found 
our way, and weary and faint, entered the chief city at ten at 
night. However, as much fatigued as I was, I determined to 
explore the cave as long as my lights held out. | 

We now entered the fifth and last avenue from the chief city, 
which carried us southeast about nine hundred yards, when we 
entered the fifth city, whose arch covers upwards of four acres 
of level ground, strewed with broken limestones. Fire beds of 
uncommon size, with brands of cane lying around them, are 
interspersed throughout this city. 

We crossed over to the opposite side, and entered an avenue 
that carried us east about two hundred and fifty rods, when find- 
ing nothing interesting in this passage, we turned back, and 
crossed a massy pile of stone in the mouth of a large avenue, 
which I noticed, but a few yards from this last mentioned city, 
as we came out ofit. After some difficulty in passing over this 
mass of limestone, we entered a large avenue whose walls were 
the most perfect of any that I saw, running almost due south for 
five hundred rods, and very level and strait, with an elegant 
arch. When at the end of this avenue, and while I was sketch- 
ing a plan of the cave, one of my guides, who had been some 
time groping among the broken stone, called out, requesting me 
to follow him. by 

I gathered up my papers and compass, and after giving my 
guide, who sat with me, orders to remain where he was until 
we returned, and moreover to keep his lamp in geod order, | 
followed after the first, who had entered a vertical passage just 
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large enough to admit his body. We continued stepping from 
one stone to another, until at last after much difficulty from the 
smallness of the passage, which is about forty feet in height, we 
entered upon the side of a chamber at least eighteen hundred 
feetsin circumference, and whose arch is about one hundred and 
fifty high in its centre. After marking arrows (pointing down- 
wards) upon the slab-stones around the little passage through 
which we had ascended, we walked forward nearly to the cen- 
tre of this area. | 

It was past midnight when I entered this chamber of eternal 
darkness, ‘ where all things are hush’d and nature’s self lies 
dead.’ I must acknowledge | felt a shivering horror at my sit- 
uation, when I looked back upon the different avenues through 
which I had passed since I entered the cave at eight in the 
morning; and at that time o’night when church yards yawn, 
to be buried several miles in the dark recesses of this awful 
cavern—the grave, perhaps, of thousands of human beings— 
gave me no pleasant sensations. With the guide who was now 
with me, I took the only avenue leading from this chamber, 
and traversed it for the distance of a mile in a southerly direc- 
tion, when my lamps forbid my going further, as they were 
nearly exhausted. The avenue, or passage, was as large as 
any that we had entered, and how far we might have travelled 
had our lights held out, is unknown. It is supposed by all who 
have any Enowledge of this cave, that Green river, a stream 
navigable several hundred miles, passes over three branches 
ef this cave. 

_ (To be concluded in the next.) 


meee Ce 
The Grace of God Manifested. 
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To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear Bretoren, 


Ir you think the following short account of Mary Ann Pool, 
ef Boston, who died May 19, 1819, aged twelve years and 
eight months, to be worthy a place in the Magazine, it would 
be gratifying to those who knew her to see it published. 

his child received religious impressions when about ten 
years old, by attending to the instructions of Mr. D. Filmore 
in his catechetical meetings for children. She was brought 
cordially to embrace the Saviour, and delight in his ways. 
Reading the scriptures and other good books, was her delight- 
ful employment ; she also loved prayer, and took much pleas- 
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ure in religious exercises, and often expressed to her mother 
how good pious people appeared to her. She said she loved 
them, and they looked quite different to her from others. When 
she heard that Mr. Oliver was to open his Sabbath School, near 
the North Church, she wanted very much to go, and hoped to 
derive as much pleasure and profit as she had by attending Mr. 
Filmore’s instructions. She set out alone to find the school, 
and seeing children go into Salem-street Academy, she went in’ 
there by mistake ; but liking the school she continued to go 
there steadily for some time. As she set out to go to the other 
school, she went, and found that none but boys were admitted at 
that time ; so that she was content to go tothe Academy. The 
next spring she attended the Sabbath School kept by Mr. Win- 
chel’s people. Here she committed her lessons well, and was 
particularly observed for her modest and serious attention, by 
Miss Callender, whose instructions she remembered with grati- 
tude. In less than three months, while under the care of Miss 
C. she committed and repeated four hundred and sixteen verses 
of the scriptures. 

Mary was not talkative, but-often observed to her mother she 
wished she could speak with more freedom and readiness when 
any one spoke to her on spiritual subjects. ‘* J wish,’’ said she, 
“© J could speak what I feel’? As she delighted in going to 
meeting herself, she was anxious to have her young brothers 
and sister go, and to have them behave well; and often said to 
her mother, * Do tell them to be serious and mind what is said 
to them: I know it makes the minister feel dreadfully to see the 
children so careless and inattentive ; I wish they would consid- 
er and do better :—I see the tears come into the minister’s eyes, 
and I know it is because his feelings are hurt that the children 
do not mind what is said to them.’? When she got a new book, 
a new lesson at Sunday Scheol, or any thing which interested 
her own feelings, she would beg her mother to sit down, and 
hear her read or recite. The holy scriptures were very pre- 
cious to her, and when in her last sickness, she often urged all 
the children in the family to learn to read them, and to pray to 
God to forgive their sins, and to help them to understand the 
scriptures, and to love and serve him in youth. 

In the autumn of 1818, she was in a declining state of health ; 
and her mother was about to make the children’s clothes for 
the winter, she said, Mam, you had better not make me any 
clothes till you. see whether I get well; I think I shall never 
need any more gowns, and don’t trouble yourself for me, Mam. 
As her sickness increased, her piety became more apparent. 
She was affected that she could not read the bible as formerly, 
and wanted the children to read to her. By her own desire 


Mr. Merritt baptised her, and she appeared’to be wholly given 
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up to God, and enjoyed peace, resignation, and a pleasing hope 
of heaven. When any one prayed with her, she was seriously 
devout, and was always observed to say dmen at the close, 
and sometimes Amen and Amen. The writer of this article 
conversed and prayed with her frequently, and ever found 
{though her words were few) the greatest satisfaction in her ap- 
parent sincerity and piety. To mention the dreams of a child 
may, to many, appear childish; but the two following are only 
mentioned to show that her mind was exercised, sleeping and 
waking, on subjects of a spiritual nature. One afternoon, pre- 
vious to an evening lecture, she asked her mam if she was go- 
ing to meeting in the evening ; and told her she had better go. 
“ | am afraid to leave you, Mary,” said her mother. “ O mam, 
do go; you can put me to bed before night—I shall do well 
enough—Pa will be at home to see to me if I should have an ill 
turn. Do go, mam, you don’t know what good you may get,” 
&c. Her mother accordingly got her to bed before she got the 
family’s supper; and while clearing away things after tea. she 
heard Mary singing a hymn so loud and strong that she spake to 
her and told her not to sing so loud, as it would hurt her sto- 
mach. She, however, did net mind what was said; but soon 
struck into another hymn, and sung so loud that her mother step- 
pee towards the bed, and said, ‘* My dear Mary, don’t sing so 
oud; do leave off now, for it will burt your stomach.” But 
on drawing near the bed she found her in a suund sleep, and 
large drops of sweat standing on her face.- Mrs. Pool sat down 
by her, and wiped her face, &c. and she lay still a short time, 
but did not wake, but began very clearly and deliberately to 
tell what a beautiful meeting she had been at. She said Mr. 
G. Pickering preached. Now, said she, if you will sit down 
and attend, I will get the bible and read the text. And after a 
short time she began, and said the text was in the 1 Corinthians, 
13th chapter, 3d verse. She said she would read the chapter, 
and began and repeated the whole clearly and distinctly ; and 
when she came to the 12th verse, she appeared to be quite af- 
fected, as if anticipating the time of her departure to be at 
hand, when she should see face to face, and know even as she 
was known. Mrs. Pool went to meeting, and before she came 
home Mary awoke and asked for her; and being told she had 
not come from meeting—Well, said Mary, meeting is done, for I 
have been to meeting, and it was a good meeting, &c. Her sis- 
ter told her she had been dreaming. She was ei sa hap- 
py: and seemed to enjoy the whole scene as much as if she had 
in reality been to meeting. Her singing appears to have been 
@ part of the exercises of the meeting she had so cowfortably 
enjoyed, and about which she conversed with inexpressible sat- 
isfaction. It ought to have been noticed, that when awake she 
Vou. II, 49 
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could not repeat the chapter, and did not remember ever to 
have learned it. 

At another time she awoke in the night, and told her mother 
she had been at a blessed meeting, where she saw almost an in- 
numerable company of happy souls, and some that were in dis- 
tress, and came forward to be prayed for; and many joined the 
church. She told what bymns were sung. at the opening of the 
meeting, before and after sermon. She said Mr. Mudge preach- 
ed from Romans, fifth chapter and first verse, ‘ Being there- 
fore justified by faith, we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. She said the last hymn sung was that, page 
157, first book— 


How happy every child of grace, 
Who knows his sins forgiven ! 
This earth, he cries, is not my place, 
I seek, my place in heaven. Ac. 


Her delight seemed almost raised to rapture while conversing 
with her mother on the subjects with which she had been en- 
tertained. Indeed, it was often so when she had an opportuni- 
ty of attending religious worship, and talking of it to her mother 
afterwards. it appears she had felt anxious to speak some- 
thing more freely and fully on religious subjects to the family, 
and to others who came in to see her— As she saw death ap- 
proaching, she became more solicitous, and took every oppor- 
tunity to speak, as her strength would admit ; urging the neces- 
sity of reading the scriptures and prayer. ‘ If,’? cai she, “ you 
can only read one verse, and mind that, it will do you good ; 
for I now find it good . ~ Je that | read when I was well. You 
don’t know how soon you may be sick as I am, and then you 
can’t read. You must seek the Lord by reading his word, and 
by praying to him every day to forgive your sins.”’ And in seve- 
instances she would not be satisfied until the persons to whom 
she was speaking promised her they would attend to it. The 
last words she spake in way of advice was to her mother, to 
try to live a life of piety, and to read and pray every day.— 
Her mother vidi affected, and not telling her clearly that she 
would, she urged it again, and said, ‘* You will, mam, won’t 
you ?”? and when her mother replied that she would endeavour 
so to do, she put her hands together and exclaimed, * bless the 
Lord, O my soul,’? and spake no more, only requested to be 
turned on her back to die, and endeavouring to close her own 
eyes, the lamp of life went out, leaving a sweet savour of the 
holy oil of grace. Her patience, resignation, and tranquility 
were remarkable—Her attempting to sing the praises of God 
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when her voice was lost in weakness, and her expressions of 
her calm and humble hope of heaven, with many other circum- 
stances too numerous to mention, will long be remembered b 


those who were about her dying bed. E. MUDGE. 


T'o the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear Breturen, 


SHovutp you think proper to insert in your valuable Mag- 
azine, the following short account of Mrs. Willes, in a letter 
from her husband, it may be interesting to your pious readers, 
and particularly to those of our preachers who have toiled hard 
for souls in the St. Lawrence circuit. W. CASE. 





Dear Broruer, 


The following are some particulars in the experience of 
my late valuable and beloved companion, who died of a con- 
sumption, in Canton, the 7th of March, 1819. 

She was the eldest daughter of Mr. Absalom Tupper of Fer- 
risburgh, Vermont, and was born Dec. 27,. 1783. The truth 
and importance of religion, were early impressed on her mind: 
but it was not till the age of twenty-five that she was deeply 
convinced of sin; she then sought and soon found redemption 
in the blood of Christ. The genuineness of her piety is mani- 
fest from a paper which about this time she wrote, in which she 
most solemnly and unreservedly dedicated herself toGod. Soon 
after she became a member of the Methodist society in Potts- 
dam, St. Lawrence circuit. And notwithstanding the infant 
state of the society, and the opposition and reproach which they 
endured, yet neither the frowns of foes ner the smiles of friends 
were ever able to shake her confidence in God, or to unloose 
her attachments to the interests of religion. 

In 1810 she was left a widow by the death of her first hus- 
band, Mr. Solomon Walker. This deep affliction she bore with 
Christian fortitude, although attended with some distressing cir- 
cumstances. After our union in 1811 I found her to maintain a 
constant and uniform life of faith. Her great and chief delight 
was in prayer and communion with God. Next to this in the 
society of Christian friends, and especially with those the most 
spiritual in conversation. 

In August, 1816, she was again called to suffer in the loss of 
three promising children, all of whom died in the course of one 
week. This probably gave the first fatal shock to her constitu- 
tion. In December 1818, when far gone in a consumption it 
pleased God to afford her an extraordinary manifestation of his 
presence and love, and she enjoyed: great peace and resignation 
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to the will of God ; but still her cry was for perfect love. In Feb- 
ruary her cough becoming severe, we feared she might expire 
by strangling, as some in the vicinity hd done in the same 
complaint. But at her desire we joined in prayer, and tie Lord 
graciously answered our petitions and delivered her from the 
occasion of our fears. Not long previous to her departure, she 
was asked, would she choose to yo or to recover. In the will of 
God she ‘would go.” After prayer, she sat up and said, 
** Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! O, I do love the Lord !” 
When she perceived she was going, she requested the doors 
to be opened, then’ said, “ pray all of you.”? We all kneeled 
down around her bed, and while commending her to Go, she 
raised both arms, saying, “* Come, Lord Jesus, and receive me, 
Come, Lord, and receive my spirit!’ and thus continued tll 
breath filed, and she fell me in Jesus! Oh the importance 
of religion !—the excellency of faith in Christ! Perfect love! 
how essential a qualification for life and for death! Should not 
all ministers preach it, plainly and constantly ; and should not 
all believe and experience it. Let my death be like that of the 
just! I am, dear Sir, 
your afflicted Brother, 
BELA WILLES. 


ED HC Ra 


Miscellaneous. 


Messrs. Soule and Mason, 


Tue following letter was written by a young Methodist 
Preacher, to a number of young men who had experienced the 
converting grace of God, and had been received into the Socie- 
ty, during his ministry among them. It was sent to them soon 
after his removal to labour in another place. If you think any 
part of it calculated to be instructive to others, you are at lib- 
erty to insert it in the Methodist Magazine. 


TO THE METHODIST YOUNG MEN OF ——— 


My dear young brethren, 
Though | have been called, in the order of Providence, to 
leave you, I still feel an ardent love for you, and an anxious de- 
sire for your welfare, especially the welfare of your souls, It is 
this that induces me to write to all of you in one letter, and try 
to give youthe best advice of which I am capable. 

Ii gave me great pleasure to see you set out in the service of 
God, and still more to see you going steadily forward, adorning 
the doctrine of God your Saviour; but as you must have the 
same temptations which are common to men, the same natural 
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dispositions, the same alluring world and cunning adversary, 
you will have need to be very careful to stand fast in that lib- 
erty wherewith Christ hath made you free. 

I was often asking, in my mind, while I was among you, Will 
all these young men be faithful unto death? Will they always 
keep as much in earnest, as sincere, as humble, and as loving 
as they now are? I know, my dear brethren, that it is your 
privilege to keep so, and even to become much more su; but 
itis also possible that you may not. It is this that makes me 
feel so much concerned for you. O how it would pain 
my mind if | should ever hear that you have become tired 
of religion; that you have become proud, or trifling and care- 
less; that you have lost your love for each other; that you 
have taken to the company of the world; but especially if 
I should hear that you have fallen into presumptuous sins, so as 
to reproach the cause of your Lord and Saviour! God forbid 
that this should ever be the case! Whichof, you could | bear to 
see inthe way toruin? Notone. Thegilefme exhort you, as 
you value your own souls, and by all tiia@the Lord has done to 
save you, to keep yourselves carefully from every evil. and 
earnestly to press forward in the experience and practice of 
more religion. 

You know how you have obtained the grace which you now 
enjoy. You must make use of the same means, to keep what 
you have, and to obtain more. Continue looking to Jesus; 
for, as you received pardon through the merit of his blood, 
wheu you believed in him; even so, if you discontinue the ex- 
ercise of faith in him, you will lose your pardon, and be left in 
darkness and guilt. Faith in Jesus is not only to bring you 
into the divine favour, but to keep you in it, and to purify your 
hearts. For while you believe in his promise that he will have 
mercy on you if you trust in him, you must believe his threat- 
nings that he will punish you if you sin against him ; but that 
he will save you from all sin if you continue to ask it in faith. 

I would advise you, then, to keep always looking to Jesus: 
whenever you are tempted. believe all his threatnings, and all 
his promises; and by that faith, asa broad and impenetrable 
shield, you will be enabled to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked one. Whenever you are tempted to any kind of sin, 
consider how wicked and ungrateful it would be in you to offend 
against that God who made you, and who has preserved you, 
and that Saviour who died to redeem you, who has been so 
good as to pardon all your past sins, and who has blessed you 
with his love. Think how foolish it would be, for the sake of 
the poor and short-lived pleasures of sin, to destroy all the com- 
forts of religion, to feel the stings of a guilty conscience, to lay 
up for yourselves misery on a dying bed, to give up ail the 
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glories of heaven, and to plunge your souls down into the lake 
that burneth with fire and brimstone! 

Seek after perfect love, pray for purity of heart; for you 
may be assured that this is your privilege and duty. For this 
purpose examine attentively into your hearts, to see what 1s 
evil there. That you may find it all out, pray to the Lord to 
shine by his Spirit, and show it to you. As soon as you dis- 
cover any thing wrong, if it is any pride, love of the world, en- 
vy, jealousy, anger, unbelief, or any unholy desire, go to Jesus 
with it—his blood cleanseih from all sin. And so, when you 
need the more perfect exercise of any holy temper or affection, 
go to him—he can give you more of his Holy Spirit, that you 
may have more love, joy, peace, meekness, gentleness, long- 
suffering, humility, and faith. 

In all your Christian course, from your first setting out, to the 
highest state of holiness, you have need to watch over your In- 
ward tempers, and to be very circumspect in your outward con- 
duct. Cherish a tendegness of conscience, and be afraid of any 
thing that is wrong, though it may seem to be but a small of- 
fence. Little things open the way to greater. When you find 
that any thing unfits you for prayer, that it destroys your spirit- 
ual comfort, that it hinders you from turning your mind to the 
Lord, or makes you feel ashamed and guilty before him; then, 
humble yourselves before the’ Lord, go to Jesus for pardon, 
and deny yourselves for the future of any such pleasures, how- 
ever innocent they may appear. This will not make the wa 
of religion unpleasant ; for the spiritual enjoyment that will be 
felt, will much more than compensate for all the pleasure that is 
given up. 

I hope, my dear brethren, that you will continue to be as 
much united as you are, and to love each other as much as you 
do. It has been with great pleasure indeed, that I have wit- 
nessed your harmony: I believe there has noi yet been the 
least jar, or the least hard thoughts of each other, but that you 
have indeed loved as brethren. This is no doubt the way it is 
in heaven. There is no division there ; no envy, jealousy, nor 
pride. Continue to live and love like the inhabitants of heaven. 
Let every one take care never to needlessly hurt the feelings of 
another; and let every one be careful never to take offence 
when it is not intended—and even if itis intended, we must not ; 
for we are to love even our enemies, and to do good for evil. 
Nothing but religion can teach you this lesson. Keep so much 
love in your hearts, that you can bear to be told of your faults 
without being oflended. Observe what St. Paul says, Gal. vi. 1. 
If one does wrong, or seems to be going out of the way, try alk 
that you possibly can to bring him back. But do not speak or 
act roughly or harshly. That would be more likely to drive 
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him farther away. Speak as plainly and as closely as the case 
may require; but always in the spirit of meekness and love.— 
Those who are unfeelingly severe towards the failings of others, 
are very apt to fall into the same evils, or something as bad, 
themselves. Be severe against your own faults, but tender 
unto others. Consider the value of your own soul, and that 
every soul is as valuable as yours ; therefore try to be the means 
of saving as many souls as you can. But especially never let 
one of your brethren go astray if you can possibly prevent it. 
Watch over each other, not with an evil eye, but in love. For- 
bear and forgive, even as Christ deals with you. 

Take heed what you say. Never speak a word that would 
do harm if it should be told again. But if any one should speak 
imprudently, do not take offence, but forgive it. Backbiting 
and tale-bearing have done incalculable mischief, even among 
professors of religion. Keep at the utmost distance from these 
things. Let your conversation be always innocent and profit- 
able ; such as you can reflect upon with pleasure afterwards, 
when you are upon your knees before God. 

Do noi let the spirit of envy, of jealousy, or of pride, get 
among you. Ifone is more gifted in prayer, or in speaking, 
than another, do notenvy him. If more notice should be taken 
of him, or if he should appear to be more admired, it will not 
injure you, nor give you pain, if you love your brother as well 
as you do yourself. Do not be jealous lest another should ex- 
cel you; but in hohour prefer one another. Let nothing be 
done through strife or vain glory. 

Do not give way to the fear of man, nor to an indolent dispo- 
sition, and so neglect your duty; but fear God, and be dili- 
gent in his service. On the other hand, never be forward and 
assuming; but keep modest and humble. Never suffer the de- 
vil to make you proud of any thing. Do not listen to the voice 
of flattery ; and if you are tempted to think highly of yourself, 
or of your talents, drive away the mean and foolish thought, 
throw yourself at the feet of Jesus, consider what a wretched 
sinner you have been, how unfaithful you are, and that if there 
is any good thing in you, the Lord has given it to you to keep 
you from ruin—Why then should you be proud of it? A meek 
and quiet spirit is of much greater price in the sight of the 
Lord, than the most shining talents; and “he that humbleth 
himself as a little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.”” ‘* God resisteth the proud;” he even “ hateth a 
proud look ;’’ but he giveth more “ grace to the humble.’’ And 
* he that exalteth himself shall be abased; but he that hum- 
bleth himself shal! be exalted.” 

*‘ Neglect not the assembling of yourselves together ;” but 
attend as constantly as possible to preaching, prayer-meeting, 
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and class. When you become weary of these duties ; espe- 
cially when you have no relish for prayer, and do not love to 
be closely examined in class, you will have much cause to be 
alarmed. Be particularly diligent in private prayer. Let not 
a trifle hinder you from your regular retirements. When in 
that delightful employment, try to get the true spirit of devo- 
tion—that you may not only ask, but receive. Try as much 
as possible to keep in the spirit of prayer all the day, in the 
midst of all your employments. 

Religion admits of your being cheerful and pleasant ; but al- 
ways exercise a sense of the presence of the great God, to 
keep you from levity. 

Do not choose the wicked for your companions; for if you 
do, you will soon catch their spirit. Try to convince them of 
the error of their ways; but do not join with them in folly. As 
you are obliged to be among them at work, be careful of your 
tempers, words, and actions. Perhaps they may be convinced 
by your conduct of the excellency of religion. 

Be diligent in business ; for 1 know that this is conducive to 
the growth of religion. A constant, steady employment, is a 

reat blessing. Some of my happiest days have hie when my 
Finds were busily employed at work, and my heart rejoicing in 
the love of God. Even cammon honesty requires that you 
should be faithful to your employers. Idleness is destructive to 
both soul and body. Be frugal, in order that you may have the 
more to spare for the poor. Can you lay out money io gratify 

ride or luxury, when 60 many want bread? No. I hope you 
will prefer the refined pleasure of doing good, and of laying up 
a good foundation against the time to come. When you have 
leisure, read the scriptures, or some other good book, or em- 
ploy your time in prayer, or profitable conversation. Particu- 
larly, my brethren, search the scriptures. Try to read at least 
a little every day. Follow no feelings nor impressions that are 
not consistent with scripture. Other books may also be useful. 
Too many of us neglect to improve our minds; but religion is 
certainly calculated to enlighten the understanding, as well as 
to purify the heart, and rectify the conduct. 

Be very cautious in your intercourse with the female sex. — 
When you think it your duty to marry, do it in a prudent and 
Christian manner. Some have lost all their religion by im- 
prudence in this respect; but I hope better things of you.u— 
Do not take any step till you are in earnest, and think it your 
duty ; and then take every step in the fear of the Lord. By 
these means, you will escape injury, and the Lord will direct 
your way. Many have married without suffering any loss to 
their souls, and this may be the case with you, if you keep se- 
rious, and always actas in the sight of God. 
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You are young, my dear brethren, and have all the heat of 
youthful passion, and many allurements to contend with. But 
the Lord will give you the victory, if you trust in him. 

Try to keep your affections set upon things above. Do not 
let the glare of this world deceive you, “ for the world passeth 
away.’ If you were to take tothe pleasures of the world, you 
could not keep them long; for though you are now young, you 
will soon be old. Time rolls swiftly along. Those who are 
now bending with age, or mouldering in the grave, were.a short 
time ago as young and healthy asany of you. Millions are cut 
off in the prime of lide: and it may be the case with you or me. 
Let us then live in a state of constant readiness. We cannot have 
Jong to stay here, even at the very longest ; and our time may 
be very short indeed. 

I feel my own weakness and unworthiness, and that I need all 
the advice myself, which 1 have given to you. I am sorry, my 
dear brethren, that I have not set before you a brighter exam- 

le. If you have seen any thing in my spirit or practice, that 

as not been according to the gospel, I warn you not to imitate 
me inthat. If a person in whom you have the strongest confi- 
dence, should go astray, do not follow him. Follow Curist,— 
then will you go safely. Men are changeable creatures ; the 
best may err-—Numbers, alas! of the righteous, have fallen.— 
But if you follow your Saviour, ne will lead you through the 
path of righteousness, to the regions of eternal bliss. 

God grant that this may be the case with you and me! 


AMEN, 
Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 
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Introductory remarks to Short Sketches of Revivals of Religion. 
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No. VII. 


From the divisions created in the Presbyterian Church by 
the Seperatists ; the organization and then the dissolution of 
the Springfield presbytery by the Schismatics—their encoura- 
ging rather than discountenancing the wild exercises of their 
peo ioe Introduction of Shakerism into the West; the 
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apostacy of some of the subjects of the work, and the fall of 
others, cast, at first view rather a gloomy appearance not only 
on the revival but also on the good cause of Camp-meetings : 
These circumstances soured the minds also of some of the Meth- 
odist preachers against these meetings, and they were now dis- 
carded throughout Kentucky; so that, for many years in this 
state, a Camp-meeting was not, to be heard of. But it was not 
in this state only, that we were to look for the benefits resulting 
to the Methodist Church from this revival. It is true, that in 
Kentucky the Methodists had their numbers very greatly aug- 
mented, but even this increase is inconsiderabie in comparison 
with the benefits that flowed from another source, and yet con- 
tinue so todo. We before mentioned, that the revival crossed 
the Ohioriver. The North-West Territory was erected into the 
State of Ohio in 1803. Thither the Camp-meetings were trans- 
ferred, and have never died! It was in this country that they 
flourished, and continue to prove a blessing to tens of thou- 
sands! The very vencrable and dear old Bishop Asbury, as he 
struggled through this Western Country with his emaciated 
frame, when in Kentucky, and noticing the flight of these meet- 
ings into the State of Ohio, would frequently exclaim, ‘ Oh 
sweet Ohio, thou hast duly appreciated the great blessings re- 
sulting from these religious privileges !”” 

Moved, as it were, by a spirit of enchantment, whilst the aw- 
ful gloom was then hanging over Kentucky, in the sifting time 
of the Church, after the revival, hundreds, who in Kentucky 
had lost their lands by opposing claims, and thousands from 
choice during the years 1803, 4, 5, 6, were passing into the 
new state of Ohio; and settling on the Miamis, Scioto, Mad- 
River, ye ersepen: and other places. ‘This state had adopted 
its constitution ; and its principles of government, and domestic 
habits were already highly favourable to religion, and afforded 
a blessed asylum for the Church in the wilderness. 

New countries above all others are most favorable to reli- 
gion ; especially those that exclude slaverv ; and they are more 
particularly so in times of peace. Having turned his back up- 
on the thronged settlement, the emigrant seeks a new country : 
He penetrates the heart of the wilderness, and chooses a place 
for his future habitation; and prepares for the accommodation 
of his family. When he is thus situated, although his condition 
may appear gloomy to some, if he be possessed of an enlight- 
ened understanding and a virtuous heart, he knows that though he 
may be deprived of some of the comforts and conveniencies of life, 
he is also aloof from many of the vices of the world; and he 
exults in his habitation. Here the slanderous tongue does not 
reach him: The watchings against the devices of a subtle ene- 
ny are past. Here all have sufficient employ in attention to 
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their own concerns. Neither do the encroachments of the fash- 
ionable vices of the age affect his family: He is here clear of 
the tumultuous and impatient scenes of the world. Here in 
tranquility he reviews his life; reflects on the fleeting moments 
of infancy, childhood and youth, gathers up the fragments of past 
experience, and solemnly lays the whole toheart. In humble 
devotion with his companion and children, he falls on his knees, 
morning and eng before that Almighty Being that created 
him, and adores his God: under his smiles his spirit is renew- 
ed day by day. He in fact begins to live anew. On the oth- 
er hand, a friend of his youth, advanced to equal years, residing 
in the older settlement—in the habitation of his forefathers, re- 
views constantly spots and places, that bring a train of melan- 
choly thoughts upon his mind. “In that bed,’? may he ex- 
claim, “in that spot, in that room, an affectionate father, or 
mother, a loving brother or sister expired!’ or what is more 
poignant as a parent; “there a sweet cherub—there a darling 
ehild smiled us an adieu! Under yon stately oak, for years the 
witness of my grief, is the repository of such and such an one! 
In yonder orchard, stand trees yet witnesses to my sorrow !” 
Every field, and every neighbouring house reminds him of de- 
parted friends! The Church itself, perhaps a venerable dome, 
proclaims to him that thousands who had trod its threshhold 
are no more. 

Widely different is the situation of the emigrant in our West- 
ern Country. Hope buoys him up: arising settlement sur- 
rounds him. New scenes, in succession, strike his mind. His 
past sufferings are forgotten: There is now no standing monu- 
ment to remind him of them. If he was once associated with 
wicked: company, the spell is now broken, and he chooses the 
good part. If formerly associated with the religious, his at- 
tachment becomes stronger; his devotion more fervent. His 
humble habitation prepared for public worship, becomes a 
Church: His household and neighbours form a religious assem- 
bly, and God is worshipped in spirit and in truth. A preacher 
is invited—or the persevering itinerant finds his way thither to 
administer the word of life. His heart is filled with the fulness 
of the Gospel; he is deeply engaged in the heavenly message, 
and proclaims a free salvation. Flow appropriate are the ex- 
pressions of the prophet! ‘The wilderness and the solitary 
place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose.’? In the cabins and in the woods, the 
praises of Immanuel are chaunted, and hundreds, sometimes 
thousands, falling into the settlements, flow to the standard of the 
blessed Jesus. Such were the prospects of those who emigra- 
ted from Kentucky, and particularly from the older settlements, 
to the state of Ohio. 
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As early as the years 1792 and 1800, John Kobler, on the 
Miamis, and Henry Smith on the Scioto; and in 1802, James 
Quinn, on the Hockhocking, and the Muskingum, will be long 
remembered as the flaming missionaries in this country. Others 
equally praiseworthy, and whose names will be long and grate- 
fully remembered, will he mentioned in our subsequent essays- 
It was as late as the month of August, 1803, that I had the satis- 
faction of hearing the first sermon ever preached by a Methodist 
preacher, in the now flourishing town of Cincinnati, in Ohio, 
with perhaps the exception ofa sermon in the vicinity, preach- 
ed by Mr. Kobler. The sermon to which I allude was preach- 
ed by Mr. John Sale. His circuit then embraced what now 
comprehends nearly three Presiding Elders districts in extent of 
territory. At this pertod there was not a Methodist in Cincin- 
nati to bid the stranger welcome! he preached in a tavern; but 
now upwards of seven hundred communicants fill the Church 
in this place! 

But as it regards the cause of religion in these regions gene- 
rally, to be situated as the first Methodist preachers have been 
in the West, oras those are, who are.yet the first to penetrate the 
forests, and to follow up the wandering sheep in the wilderness, 
will be considered, in years to come, as a truly enviable sta- 
tion. Their names, if they have been flaming lights (and surely 
we have been and are yet blessed with such in a peculiar de- 
gree to the remotest regions of our settlements, even to the 
Mississippi, Missouri, &c. &c.) will be held, as it were, in ever- 
Jasting remembrance. Generations who are yet to follow us, will 
speak of them with gratitude. Such a course is truly apostolic. 
‘¢ Such and such an one,” like this or that apostle, it may be said, 
‘ was the first who planted the standard ot the Redeemer’s King- 
dom in our country,” or ‘“‘in our settlement.””? On the very 
mounds where the yelling red savages pinioned the unfortunate 
and suffering prisoner to the stake, whose ashes are yet visible, 
have we heard the Everlasting truths of the Gospel proclaimed ! 
On the very spot, on the Muskingum, where the equally barba- 
rous white savages murdered and burned the Christian Mora- 
vian Indians, who had spent their last night, and last breath in 
prayer and praise, thousands have been assembled in Camp- 
meeting; the kingdom of the blessed Jesus-has been pro- 
claimed to wretched sinners, and the spirits of preachers and 
hearers have been greatly quickened at the recollection of the 
triumphant death of those humble and inoffensive Indians.— 
This is the Lord’s doings, and marvellous in our eyes.” 

THEOPHILUS ARMENIUS; 


January 25, 1819. 


‘To be coxrtiaued. | 
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Extract of a letter from Rev. Wau. M‘Kenpreez, to Rev. T. Mason, 
Corresponding Secretary of the ‘‘ Missionary and Bible Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in America,” in answer to a com- 
munication made to him, by order of the managers. In the let- 
ter of the Corresponding Secretary to Bisoop M‘Kenpree, the 
formation of the Society was officially communicated, and infor- 
mation desired relative to the field for missionary labours generally, 
and especially in the Western and Southern extremities of the 
United States, and Territories ; also relative to the necessary qual- 
ifications for missionaries designed for that country ; particularly, 
whether it would be needful for them to be acquainted with the 


French and Spanish Languages. 
Cincinnati, 9th August, 1819. 


Dear Brortuer, 

A Frew days ago I arrived at this place, where I received 
your letter, accompanied with some copies of the ‘ Address and 
Constitution of the Missionary and Bible Society of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church.” This cheered my spirits,—It revived 
my hope of being enabled to carry the Bible to the poor, to 
preach the gospel to thousands, at present not included in our 
charge, and especially to those, who like the Macedonians, con- 
tinually urge us, saying, ‘‘ Come and preach the gospel of life 
and salvation to us also.” 

Your plan meets my views of “ preaching the gospel to every 
crealure,’”? better than any one I have yet seen. First, because 
that body of Missionaries which you intend to assist, (in order 
to render the most extensive service to the human family) have 
mutually agreed to renounce ease and worldly interest, and de- 
vote their time, their talents, and their labours. 

They know no geographical boundaries ; but like the gospel 
which they preach, embrace the poor as well as the rich of 
every nation and condition of men. And in order to perpetuate 
the inestimable blessings of the gospel to all classes of men, 
they voluntarily subject themselves to a system of rules and reg- 
ulations, calculated to promote so desirable an end, and labour 
for the reformation and happiness of mankind, which is the 
ultimate design of the gospel. 

Secondly, it promises that pecuniary aid, for want of which 
we have had the mortification of seeing many well devised 
plans frustrated, and many hopeful prospects fade away. It 
was hoped that our lack of service, arising from the want of men 
and means, would be made up to the public by the Missionaries 
of other ‘denominations; but their systems are local, the Mis- 
sionaries are at liberty to establish themselves to their best ad- 
vantage for ease and temporal prosperity, and frequently they 
seem to do so. From what | hear, and what sometimes comes 
under my observation, they frequently travel from city to city, 
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from town to town, through the most prosperous neighbourhoods 
in the country, where churches are formed and the people bless- 
ed with useful ministers; or follow those hardy enterprising 
preachers who have opened the way into frontier settlements, 
and establish themselves as ministers or school-masters, thus 
entering into other men’s labours. 

By such measures the grand and most important object of the 
gospel mission is defeated.—The poor, the afflicted, and the 
most needy are not attended to, while many, very many who 
arrange themselves under the minister, and are considered his 
crown of rejoicing, are such as have only a name to live while 
they are dead. But all the missionaries are not of this descrip- 
tion: some of them are very useful, and we rejoice to see, and 
hear, of the work of the Lord, the triumphs of the gospel, and of 
good done among the people, by whatever instrument. 

You are sufficicatly acquainted with the state of things in 
Canada. 

Florida, the state of Louisiana, and the Missouri Territory 
form our Western frontiers, and furnish a large field for mission- 
ary enterprize: in those bounds there are many French, some 
of them friendly to our views of religion. We have establish- 
ments at New-Orleans, Mobile, through the Alabama, on Red- 
River, Washataw, Arkinsas and Missouri. We have regular cir- 
cuits formed through the country north of this, but as they extend 
ever a vast tract of country, they leave room for considerable 
missionary labours. 

Believing that it would be productive of much good, we have 
long wished for, and frequently endeavoured to procure minis- 
ters who would be itinerant missionaries indeed, to send to our 
western frontiers to preach to the inhabitants in French; but we 
have hitherto been disappointed. To understand the Spanish 
language would be an additional benefit, but is not essentially 
necessary. 

Thus far the Lord has been pleased, in the abundance of his 
goodness, mercifully to spare me. By his grace, and the assist- 
ance of many well-wishers to his cause, | have been supported 
in weakness, and enabied to visit New-Orleans, and the church- 
es through the state of Mississippi, and to travel through the 
Indian nations. ! have had the advantage of mineral springs, 
and the advice of excellent physicians; and above all, though 
I could render but little service, have had the inexpressible 
pleasure of seeing the work of the Lord gloriously triumphing 
at a number of popular meetings in the woods, where many pro- 
fessed to be converted. 


Your affectionate brother in Christ. 


WM. M‘KENDREE. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BISHOP ROBERTS, TO J. SOULE, DA- 
' TED, NEW-LANCASTER, OHIO, AUGUST 25, 1819. 


Tue work of the Lord is progressing within the bounds of this 
Conference in a glorious manner. Great additions both in the 
ministry and membership. At the late Conference three preach- 
ers were re-admitted, twenty-seven received on trial, and only 
one located. From the numbers returned from the several cir- 
' cuits and stations, it appears that the increase is apwards of six 
thousand in this Conference the last year. 

The Ohio Conference warmly approved the establishment of 
the ‘Missionary anp Biate Society or tHE Metuopist 
Episcopan Cuurca.” They fixed on Chillicothe as the place 
where the centre Society should be established; and the Rev. 
Truman Bishop is chosen as their Vice-President for the parent 
Society. 

They have likewise established a mission among the Indians 
at Upper Sandusky ; and it is in contemplation to send a mis- 
sionary among the Cherokees on the Arkansaw. 


R. R. ROBERTS. 


It is with no ordinary pleasure we witness the deep and general 
interest which is taken by the several Annual Conferences, and 
by the members and friends of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
in the success and prosperity of the ‘ Missionary anp Bisie 
Society, formed in this City. Under the superintending prov- 
idence of God, we trust this Institution will be no ordinary 
auxiliary to the spread of evangelical Christianity. Wishing 
success to every Institution which has the circulation of the 
sacred writings, and the proclamation of the “ glorious Gospel” 
to perishing souls, as its objects, we cannot but rejoice in the 
present auspicious prespess of the benefits which thousands of 
precious souls may derive from the establishment of this Society. 

Two auxiliary societies have already been formed in this 
City, under circumstances peculiarly favourable: one enti- 
tled, ‘Tre Younc Men’s Missionary anp Biase Society 1n 
New-Yorx;”’ and the other “ THe New-York Femate Mis- 
SIONARY AND Bieter Society.’ Examples of this kind, we 
hope and trust, will be followed by females and young gentle- 


men attached to the ministry of the Methodist through these 
United States. EDITORS. 
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POETRY. 


Poetry. 


‘or the Methodist Magazine. 
SYMPATHY. 


“ Homo, sum, humani nihil a me alienum puto.” 
“Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep.” 


Ah ‘ weep not thus at human woe, 
Fly madd’ning melancholy ; 
Lov’st thou the land where thistles grow, 
The regions of eternal snow, 
The climate where tornados blow ? 
What mournful folly ! 


Am I not born of common birth ? 
Is not the clod my mother? 
The child of woe that ne’er knew mirth, 
The wretch devoid of moral worth, 
The meanest slave upon the earth, 
He is my brother. 


Then I will weep at human woe, 
And joy at human bliss ; 
Grief’s sons and daughters here below, 
Their suff’rings and their wants I know, 
I mark the sadd’nlng bosom’s throe, 
And weep at this. 


The eastern world unto thy sight 
Is gloomy, dark, and dreary ; 
Asia immerg’d in pagan night, 
On Afric’s coast the sanguine fight, 
From Europe’s shores soft Pity’s flight 
Of bloodshed weary. 


€elumbian, seek thy native strand, 
And give thy sorrows o’er; 

Here love and joy walk hand in hand, 

Peace smiles benignant on the land, 

Nor knows the tyrant’s stern command, 
Our happy shore. 


In tropic climes the despot’s throne 
Unto its basement shatter’d, 


Soon, svon shall cease the poor man’s groan, 


The Indian’s wail, the Negro’s moan, 
The sad complaint in dungeon lone 
Of captive fetter’d. 


Then, weep, my soul, at human woe, 

Rejoice at human bliss; 
Where’er the storms of trouble blow 
Let sympathising sorrows flow, 


Mourn thou with those whe mourn below, 


Share their distress. 


St Paul. 


Now change the scene, oh ! sweet surprise ‘ 

Attune a cheerful voice ; 
See love descending from the skies, 
On a bright cloud the serapb fies, 
No longer heard the orphan’s cries, 
Sooth’d are the widow’s mournful sighs, 
Wip’d are the tears from mis’ry’s eyes, 
From dungeons dark the captives rise, 

My soul REJOICE ! 

A. Z. 


2Kines xix. 35. 


The Assyrian came down like the wolf on the fold, 

And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and 
gold : 

And the sheen of their spears was like stars on 
the sea, 

When the blue wave rolls nightly on deep Gali- 
lee. 





Like the leaves of the forest when summer is 
green, 

The host with their banners at sunset were seen: 

Like the leaves of the forest when Autumn hath 
blown, 

That host on the morrow lay withered and 
strown. 


For the Angel of Death spread his wings on the 
blast, 

And breathed in the face ofthe foe as he passed ; 

And the eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and 
chill, 

And their hearts but once heaved, and for ever 
grew still! 


And there lay the steed with his nostril all wide, 

But through it there rolled nut the breath of his 
pride: 

And the foam of his gasping lay white on the turf, 

And cold as the spray of the rock-beating surf. 


And there lay the rider, distorted and pale, 

With the dew on his brow, and the rust on his 
mail, 

And the tents were all silent, the banners alone, 

The lances unlifted, the trumpet unblown. 


And the widows of Ashur are loud in their wail, 

And the idols are broke in the tempie of Baal ; 

And the might of the Gentile, unsmote by the 
sword, 

Hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord 





